3WM - Section 1

Preventive Maintenance and Installation of
V-Belt Drives

6. Check Sheave Alignment (Final)
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One of the great advantages of V-belt drives is the fact that
perfect alignment of sheaves is not critical to the operation of
the drive—V-belts tolerate misalignment of up to 1/16 inch per
12 inches of shaft center distance.

However, the closer you can come to perfect alignment, the
better.

Refer to Section 2, A-3, for complete discussion of proper
alignment procedures.

Note: Sheaves should always be mounted as close to the
bearings as practical to avoid excessive loads on bearings and
shafts.

7. Instailing New Belts Righ
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Place the new belts on the sheaves,
and be sure that the slack of each belt
is on the same side. You can do this
by pressing the belts with your hand
to bring the slack on one side of the
drive. Loosening the drive take-up in
advance makes this easy.

Do not force the belts on the sheaves Wrong
by using a pry bar or by rolling the
sheaves. Now, move sheaves apart
until the belts are seated in the
grooves, and make preliminary
tightening of the drive, just until the
slack is taken up. (Tensioning
suggestions follow in Step 8)




